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Newspaper Clips 
November 21, 2014 

 

IIT Delhi is gearing up to celebrate Alumni Day 14 
http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=31992 

 

Friday, November 21, 2014 
New Delhi: IIT Delhi in collaboration with IIT Delhi Alumni Association is preparing for its annual Alumni Day scheduled on 28th 

December 2014. The iconic event shall be celebrated with the same theme, ‘Envision the Future Together’, as last year to strengthen 
the Alumni - Alma Mater bond and to explore ways to give back to the institute. Alumni Day is celebrated by all IITDAA chapters across 
the world on the same day in sync with the main event held at IIT Delhi. 
  
This occasion brings an opportunity for all alums to assemble, interact and enjoy with each other and with the institute. Alumni Day will 
comprise fun-filled events throughout the day, networking and serious discussions on how to strengthen the Institute and make it one of 
the world’s best altars of technology. More than 1000 alumni and faculty along with their family members are expected to part icipate in 
the event. A Sumptuous Luncheon and a riveting Entertainment Programme shall be organised for alumni and their families to go with 
the intense sessions. 
  
IIT Delhi Alumni Association’s President, Mr Ashok Kumar says, “I am glad to announce the ‘Alumni Day 2014’. After last year’s 
success we are sure that this mix of fun, fundas, food and friends will make it a day to cherish for alumni and their families. We are 
thrilled to invite the entire alumni community from across the globe and wish to make this event a grand success” 
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President, Shri Pranab Mukherjee called to remove the digital 

divide 
Friday, November 21, 2014 

 
http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=32014 
 
New Delhi: The President, Shri Pranab Mukherjee called today to remove the wedge between digital ‘haves’ and ‘have-nots’ through 

computer education to create a digitally-empowered knowledge society. 
The President, Shri Pranab Mukherjee addressing the National Education Day 2014 function to commemorate the birth anniversary of 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, said education can lead to the trinity of progress, which are greater political participation, social 
emancipation and upward economic mobility. 
On the occasion, the President also launched ‘Know Your College Portal’ of All India Council of Technical Education (AICTE) and the 
website of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan. The programme also witnessed the launch of two scholarship schemes –  Saksham and Pragati. The 
Skills Credit Framework developed by AICTE was released by the Union Minister of Human Resource Development and its first copy 
was presented to the President. “ Know Your College”” portal of AICTE aims to increase transparency and awareness about the 
opportunities of higher education. SAKSHAM and PRAGATI are two schemes og AICTE, which provide scholarships for boys and girls. 
The President said that there is need to propagate technology use in the dispensation of education. A fast digitalizing world holds scope 
to usher in sweeping changes in pedagogy and teaching-learning structures. Our efforts in harnessing new technology are at a nascent 
stage. We cannot afford to lose time. We have to leverage our advanced technological institutions and leadership position in IT. 
Alongside, we have to remove the wedge between digital ‘haves’ and ‘have-nots’. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, which seeks to bridge the 
digital divide through computer education, should look for inter-linkages with the ‘Digital India’ programme that envisages provision of 
digital infrastructure to create a digitally-empowered knowledge society. 
The President stated that a profound objective of education is transformation of the individual and the nation. India has the largest 
young population in the world. It poses both a challenge and an opportunity to our policymakers to harness the youth power 
productively by equipping them with relevant knowledge and skills. Modern education promotes a spirit of competitiveness and 
utilitarianism. But it should never lead to creation of a generation that turns a blind eye to the problems afflicting the society. The youth 
should be pro-active participants in nation-building. The onus is on them to find solutions to burning problems in sanitation, drinking 
water, energy, accessibility to remote areas, public health and so on. It is incumbent on our educational institutions to instill in our 
students a sense of ownership of the country’s future, and responsibility in steering India to greater heights. It is equally important to 
inculcate in them values - patriotism, compassion, honesty, discipline and respect for women - that have cherished human society and 
our ancient civilization. Maulana Azad had effected sea-change in our education system six decades back. It is time again to rejuvenate 
it to usher in real change. On this National Education Day, let us all vow to make that happen. 
Union HRD Minister Smriti Irani said on this occasion that All central universities from next academic year will implement credit transfer 
scheme to facilitate seamless movement of students. A credit framework is now in place which allows lateral and vertical mobility within 
vocational educational system and between current education systems. 
The framework defines the rules for credit allotment and follows the National Skills Qualification Framework. For integrating vocational 
education with conventional education, skill knowledge providers will be registered by AICTE or other authorised bodies. Once the 
student completes the skill modules as required at a certification level and acquires the credits from the trainer, he can submit the 
credits to the institute which would transfer the credits to the technical board or university. Certification would then be awarded by the 
university or technical board accordingly. 

 

 

President of India attends the First Convocation of NIT, 

Arunachal Pradesh 

Delhi  November 21, 2014 Last Updated at 00:20 IST  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/government-press-release/president-of-india-attends-the-first-convocation-

of-nit-arunachal-pradesh-114112100609_1.html 

The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee attended the First Convocation of the National Institute of Technology 

(NIT), Arunachal Pradesh at Yupia, Arunachal Pradesh today (November 21, 2014).  

 

Speaking on the occasion, the President stated that turning NITs into world-class engineering institutes calls for 

developing multiple linkages. NITs have to actively engage with other institutes for research collaboration and sharing of 

best practices. They have to be more proactive in their interaction with the industry. Most NITs have an industry 

http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=32014
http://www.business-standard.com/article/government-press-release/president-of-india-attends-the-first-convocation-of-nit-arunachal-pradesh-114112100609_1.html
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interface cell in place. The cell has to explore possibilities like sponsoring of chair positions by industry; drafting experts 

from industry in project guidance and curriculum design; and setting up incubation centres, laboratories and research 

parks. The 'Make in India' initiative aimed at making our country a manufacturing hub depends to a large extent on the 

deepening of this academia-industry alliance.  

 

The President said that NITs have to also devise mechanisms to connect with their alumni, many of whom have excelled 

in their chosen field. They could be inducted in governance mechanisms, or utilized for business and project mentoring 

of students and in curriculum design. 

Kumud Srinivasan named NIT-T chairperson 

 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Tiruchirapalli/kumud-srinivasan-named-nitt-

chairperson/article6621324.ece 

Kumud N. Srinivasan, president of Intel India, has been appointed Chairperson of the Board of Governors of 

National Institute of Technology-Tiruchi.  

She is the first woman to hold the post since the inception of the institute in 1964, which was previously known 

as Regional Engineering College (REC). She will replace Rajaram Nityananda, Senior Professor, Tata Institute 

of Fundamental Research (TIFR), and hold the office for three years.  

Her appointment has been viewed as a major step by the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government as 

four more NITs have got women Chairpersons. An order to that effect has been issued by President Pranab 

Mukherjee, a few days ago.  

Ms. Srinivasan has been with Intel for over 25 years and has held several business and information systems 

positions within Intel’s manufacturing and information technology organisations. Prior to that, she was Vice-

President and General Manager of IT for Silicon, Software and Services, where she led the delivery of IT 

solutions and service for Intel’s hardware and software engineers.  

She is a member of the Board of Advisors of the School of Information Studies in Syracuse University and the 

member of the Governing Body of International Institute of Information Technology Bangalore. She got her 

bachelor’s degree in economics from Calcutta University in 1981 and master’s degree in information and 

library studies from Syracuse University in 1984.  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Tiruchirapalli/kumud-srinivasan-named-nitt-chairperson/article6621324.ece
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S. Sundarrajan, Director, NIT-T, who met Ms. Srinivasan in New Delhi recently, told The Hindu on Thursday 

said he held detailed discussion with her on various subjects and briefed her about the academic programmes. 

She would visit the institute on November 26 and 27 

IIT-M becomes first full member of CMS 

Chennai, November 21:    

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/education/iitm-becomes-first-full-member-of-

cms/article6622194.ece 

Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, has become the first IIT to be made a full member of the CMS 

(Compact Muon Solenoid) collaboration of CERN (Conseil Européen pour la Recherche Nucléaire), the 

European Organization for Nuclear Research, where physicists and engineers are probing the fundamental 

structure of the universe.  

CERN is known for the discovery of the Higgs boson in 2012. The world-wide-web (www) was also invented 

at CERN. It is not only an international lab for fundamental research in experimental high energy physics but 

also provides a platform for innovation in technology through international collaboration. The two experiments 

that discovered Higgs boson are ATLAS (A Toroidal LHC Apparatus) and CMS (Compact Muon Solenoid).  

IIT Madras’ admission as a full-member of CMS was made possible by a presentation made to the CMS 

Collaboration Board by Prafulla Kumar Behera of the Department of Physics at IIT Madras. He emphasised IIT 

Madras’ capabilities in experimental research, particularly in high-energy physics.  

In addition to Behera, a second faculty member involved in this work is James Libby. Two graduate students 

have already joined the group to work on the CMS experiment. Although India has been part of the CMS 

experiment since its inception, IIT Madras is the only IIT invited to join the CMS experiment as a full member, 

according to the press release from IIT Madras.  

(This article was published on November 21, 2014)  
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Mangalyaan No. 2 in Time’s 25 Best Inventions of 2014: 

Report 

India’s space miracle Mangalyaan has been put on No. 2 in Time magazine’s 25 best inventions of 2014: 

Read the report 

http://nvonews.com/mangalyaan-no-2-in-times-25-best-inventions-of-2014-report/  

When Mangalyaan was unveiled in the year 2013 it grabbed international headlines. Astronauts and scientists 

working on space project were all praise of the ISRO for accomplishing the task in its first attempt. US space 

agency NASA too was impressed. 

And now the Indian Space Research Organisation ISRO team that was behind this project has got accolades 

from Time Magazine that has not hesitated in describing it as a technological feat. 

Though Mars orbiters have been successfully sent by three organizations in the past and multiple times by the 

US and Russia everone had several flops before succeeding. 

According to the international magazine, 

it has been bracketed among the best inventions of 2014. This is no small achievement. 

This is what Time Magazine noted: “Nobody gets Mars right on the first try. The US didn’t, Russia didn’t, the 

Europeans didn’t. But on September 24, India did. That’s when the Mangalyaan …went into orbit around the 

Red Planet, a technological feat no other Asian nation has yet achieved,” Time said about Mangalyaan, calling 

http://nvonews.com/mangalyaan-no-2-in-times-25-best-inventions-of-2014-report/
http://nvonews.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/isro-GSLV.jpg
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it “The Supersmart Spacecraft.” Besides, Time magazine has listed Mangalyaan among the 25 Best Inventions 

of 2014. It claimed that these inventions “making the world better, smarter and—in some cases—a little more 

fun.” The biggest attraction of this project (Mars spacecraft) was that it was achieved at the cost of just USD 74 

million, termed extremely cheap by many. 

IIT-M Joins Cern To Explore The Secrets Of The Universe  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2014/11/22/IIT-M-Joins-Cern-To-Explore-The-Secrets-Of-

The-Universe/article2535905.ece  

CHENNAI: Led by an expert who was part of the ATLAS experiment that helped find the Higgs Boson by the 

Large Hadron Collider at CERN, the Indian Institute of Technology - Madras has become a full member of a 

collaboration with the Geneva-based organisation in search of the structure of the universe. 

While reputed institutions including TIFR, BARC and a few others have been partnering with CERN, IIT-M is 

the first IIT to come on board of the prestigious LHC experiment. 

According to Prafulla Kumar Behera, an associate professor with the department of physics, this initiative will 

help the institute strengthen its capabilities in fundamental research. "CERN is home to a lot of innovations, 

including the world wide web. This collaboration is like a bridge that would connect us to the highest level of 

scientific research while offering them our talent and expertise," Behera told The New Indian Express. 

Besides him, another faculty, James Libby, and two PhD scholars have come on board on the CMS 

collaboration. 

Behera was part of the ATLAS (A Toroidal LHC Apparatus), one of the many particle detector experiments at 

the LHC particle accelarator, for half a decade till 2011 before returning to India to take up the job at IIT-M. 

The collaboration will be on CMS or Compact Muon Solenoid, a particle detector that is designed to see a wide 

 range of particles and phenomena produced during high-energy collisions in the LHC. This information is 

believed to hold answers to the questions like what the universe is really made of, what forces act within in and 

what gives everything substance. 

Behera has previously worked on silicon pixel detector, a sophisticated technology used primarily in 

fundamental scientific research, which is not available in India. "We would like to collaborate and develop 

Indian expertise so that by the time the plant is upgraded by 2020 as has been planned, there will be substantial 

contribution from our country," said Behera, who returned from CERN a week ago. 

The silicon pixel detector has uses outside the limits of fundamental scientific research, including medical 

purposes like advanced imaging, he said, pointing out that Indian industries could manufacture the detector in 

the coming years. 

While the team from Chennai will be placed at CERN during the summer, the idea is to collaborate from here 

by using grid computing to access data generated at the labs in Geneva. Grid computing facility has already 

been networked till TIFR, Mumbai, which will be expanded to south India, he added. 
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